
Legal Advisors Worktop

Functional Area System ïLAWFAS
Presented by: Mr. José Maria DA SILVA MIGUEL

in coordination with:

ACO Office of Legal Affairs

Dublin ï16th NOV 2018

The International Law Applicable

to Peace Operations

#WEARENATO



LAWFAS

Dublin, 16th November 2018 NATO Unclassified

Legal Advisors Worktop Functional Area System



LAWFAS ïYou can find us @
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https://lawfas.hq.nato.int/SitePages/Home.aspx


LAWFAS ïWhat is it?

Å Is a web portal, based on SharePoint, that creates a connected and 
interactive community of NATO and national legal offices to support, 
facilitate and improve legal support for the Alliance in its operations 
and activities;

Å Supported and maintained by a team of two people ïan 
international lawyer and a SharePoint Administrator;

Å Provides the only organized searchable repository of legally 
significant NATO documents (5,000+ and growing); and

Å Transforming the provision and support of NATO legal advice.

ÅNumber of users:

Å Unclassified Network: 700

Å NATO Secret Network: 150
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LAWFAS ïThe Three Pillars
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The goal of LAWFAS is to capture relevant documents, 

facilitate document researches and ensure an easy 

access to all relevant information NATO-wide, as a 

Repository

LAWFAS is an interactive tool, which provides legal support to 

NATO and Member States and Universities, acts as a Paralegal 

On-Line Service

Legal Clinic with universities and research institutions on topics 

of interest for each of them, mainly in International Humanitarian 

Law (IHL)
Å The first topics selected to be research and published were:

Å Autonomous Weapons

Å Recent Developments concerning Humanitarian Access in Non-

International Armed Conflicts



LAWFAS ïHome Page
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ÅHow the home page is organizedé



LAWFAS ïYou can find thereé
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Å Libraries:

ï Hybrid Warfare

ï Conferences and Courses

ï Legal Gazette and Ops Newsletter

ï RAP ïReadiness Action Plan

Å Lists

ï Useful Links

Å LAWFAS Selection

Å International Organizations

Å National Repositories

Å Research Institutions and 

Journals

Å International Databases

Å Calendar Events

Å Documents:

ï Treaties: North Atlantic Treaty, NATO 

SOFA, Paris Protocolé

ï Agreements: HNS, MOUs, SAs, 

Garrison Support Arrangements 

(GSAs), Base Support  Arrangements 

(BSA)

ï Directives: ACO, ACT, Bi-SC Directive

ï Standing Operations Procedures 

(SOPs)

ï Policies

ï STANAGs

Å Workspaces:

ï EU-NATO

ï Protection of Civilians

ï Refugee Crisis

ï Gender Workspace

ï Roma Tre ïLegal Clinic
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LAWFAS ïDocuments

Å Clicking on ñDocumentsò will bring 
you to our Document Library, the 
repository of all documents 
included on LAWFAS that are of 
interest to the Legal Community. 

Å ñNATO Documentsò comprise a 
variety of NATO official documents 
organized by type (Treaties, 
Policies, Agreements, Doctrines, 
Directives, SOP/SOI, STANAGôs). 

Å The Latest Uploaded Documents 
and Latest Uploaded References 
on the Document Library 
homepage.
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LAWFAS ïYou can find thereé
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